[Effect of rearing method on the storage of fats by adipose tissue in sheep].
Adipocyte synthesis de novo and lipoprotein lipase activity have been used simultaneously to measure the lipogenic activity of adipose tissue in sheep. Acetate and glucose were used as precursors of fatty acid synthesis. The sheep were raised either outdoors or in a sheepfold. They were slaughtered by lots at mean weights of 24 and 32.5 kg. Compared to lipoprotein lipase activity, de novo synthesis of fatty acids was the main way of constituting lipid depositions. Raising the sheep outdoors favored the use of glucose as precursor of lipid synthesis at the first slaughter stage at 24 kg. Later at 32.5 kg, glucose utilization was practically zero compared to acetate, whatever the mode of rearing. The NADPH production needed for fatty acid synthesis was almost entirely due to NADP isocitrate dehydrogenase activity. Variations in both de novo synthesis and in lipoprotein lipase activity in relation with rearing method and slaughter weight were especially evident in the group raised outdoors.